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comfort and set us up.* But on the evening of this fateful
day he entered in his diary : " And so I suppose I must set my
house In order/'

My poor mother showed a wonderful self-control. Only
when walking with her once along the dusty Riviera road,
followed and spied upon by the curious, did I experience a
sudden collapse of the control which she had maintained with
all the energy of her nature. Holding tightly to my arm, it
was only after a considerable time that she again became mistress
of herself.

Touching, too, was the care with which the valets Schulze
and Vieke attended their sick master. Both entered my
service after his death, and it was only during my residence in
Holland that 1 lost these faithful men through death. They

are not forgotten.

#          *          *

When, on my homeward journey, 1 reached Basel?
Roggenbach, who was in great anxiety about my father,
suddenly entered my section of the train. From the outset it
had been Roggenbach in particular who had displayed a very
clear vision as to my father's condition and had not allowed
himself to be deceived by the English charlatan. And so It
was of no avail when I: gave a guarded answer to his enquiries
as to the state of my'father's illness by quoting the formula
agreed upon at San Remo; weeping, he replied that he knew
well how matters lay. He then spoke for.a long time with me
about the difficult case into which our Fatherland was falling :
the Emperor ninety years old and at that time very Infirm, the
heir to the throne hopelessly face to face with death* As things
stood, 1 must face them firmly, and hold myself ready to
shoulder the burden of government within a measurable time.
We spoke then more particularly of the relations of the
Emperor with the Princes of the Confederation, which might
easily lead to difficulties were the crown to pass to a com-
paratively young heir. He urged me, therefore, at once to
prepare a proclamation to the Princes, to be issued in the event

* See Appendix No, 18.